RESOLUTION NO. 2019-046

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELK GROVE
REPEALING THE EAST ELK GROVE SPECIFIC PLAN

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 65860 requires that the city’'s zoning
regulations be consistent with the General Plan and that in the event that zoning
regulations become inconsistent with the general plan by reason of amendment to the
General Plan, the zoning shall be amended so that it is consistent with the General Plan
as amended; and

WHEREAS, the City is preparing a comprehensive update to its General Plan;
and

WHEREAS, amendment to the City's Municipal Code, including its zoning
regulations and zoning map, are necessary to provide consistency with the pending
General Plan Update (referred to herein as the General Plan-Zoning Consistency
Program); and

WHEREAS, the East Elk Grove Specific Plan was first adopted by Sacramento
County in 1996 and became a City Specific Plan upon incorporation; and

WHEREAS, most of the East Elk Grove Specific Plan area is developed, with
major improvements contemplated in the East Elk Grove Specific Plan having been
completed; and

WHEREAS, as part of the City’'s General Plan-Zoning Consistency Program, the
City has reviewed the status of the East Elk Grove Specific Plan and identified that
repeal of the plan and rezoning of the area into an overlay district for purposes of
maintaining development standards is appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the City determined that the General Plan Update, including the
General Plan-Zoning Consistency Program (also referred to herein as “Project”) was a
project requiring review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
Public Resources Code 21000 et seq. and that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
shall be prepared to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the Project; and

WHEREAS, a Notice of Preparation was released for public and agency review
and comment on June 23, 2017, for the General Plan Update Draft EIR, with the public
review period starting June 23, 2017, and ending on July 24, 2017, and a public scoping
meeting to receive comments on topics and issues which should be evaluated in the
Draft EIR was held by the City on July 11, 2017; and

WHEREAS, upon receipt of the Notice of Preparation, the State Clearinghouse
issued State Clearinghouse Number SCH#2017062058 for the Project; and

WHEREAS, the draft General Plan was released for public review on July 27,
2018, and was made available at City Hall, at the Elk Grove and Franklin Public
Libraries, and on the City's website; and




WHEREAS, in accordance with Government Code Section 65352, the City
referred the proposed draft General Plan to numerous agencies and entities and
provided each with adequate time in which to comment on the draft General Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City distributed a Notice of Availability for the General Plan
Update Draft EIR on July 27, 2018, which started a public review period, ending on
September 26, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Notice of Completion for the Draft EIR was also submitted to the
State Clearinghouse for state agency review with Public Review Period starting July 27,
2018, and ending on September 26, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City held a
public comments on the Draft EIR
in the Final EIR; and

public meeting on September 13, 2018, to receive
and those comments were received and considered

WHEREAS, the Draft EIR identified several significant and unavoidable
environmental impacts of the General Plan. Approval of the General Plan therefore
required the adoption of a Statement of Overriding Considerations by the City Council;
and

WHEREAS, the Draft EIR identified several potentially significant impacts that
will be reduced to insignificance with specific mitigation measures. Approval of the
General Plan therefore required adoption of mitigation findings and a Mitigation
Monitoring Program; and

WHEREAS, a Final EIR has been prepared, identifying an erratum of changes to
the Draft EIR as a resuit of the public comments on the Project, the comments to the
Draft EIR, and other revisions to the Project, as identified by the City; and

WHEREAS, the Draft and Final EIR, including the response to the public
comments, reflects the City's independent judgment and analysis; and

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2019, the Planning Commission recommended to
the City Council that the General Plan Update EIR should be certified and that Findings
of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and a Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program be adopted; and

WHEREAS, on February 27, 2019, the City Council considered the General Plan
Update EIR and adopted a Resolution certifying the EIR and adopting Findings of Fact

and Statement of Overriding Considerations and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly-noticed public hearing on
January 3, 2019 and February 7, 2019 as required by law to consider all of the
information presented by staff and public testimony presented in writing and at the
meeting and voted 4-0 (Spease abstain) to recommend approval to the City Council;
and




WHEREAS, the City Council held a duly-noticed public hearing on March 13,
2019 as required by law to consider all of the information presented by staff and public
testimony presented in writing and at the meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Elk
Grove hereby repeals the East Elk Grove Specific Plan based upon the following
findings:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Finding: The Environmental Impact Report has been prepared in accordance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and it reflects the independent judgment
and analysis of the City.

Evidence: Adoption of the General Plan Update requires an Environmental impact
Report (EIR).

The City prepared a Notice of Preparation (NOP) and circulated it to public agencies
and interested parties (including the general public) on June 23, 2017, once a draft
Vision and support ting principles and preferred land plan were identified by the City
Council. The NOP provided an introduction to the Project. Comments on the scope
of the EIR were requested by July 24, 2017, consistent with the requirements of the
State CEQA Guidelines. Comments received on the NOP are included in the Draft

EIR (Appendix B) and responses are provided in Chapter 1.

The Draft EIR has been prepared as a program EIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15168. A Program EIR examines the environmental impacts of an overall
area that may contain a series of subsequent projects. This type of EIR focuses on
the changes in the environment that would result from implementation of the overall
Project, including development of land uses and transportation systems identified in
the Project, as well as other infrastructure required to serve the Project. The General
Plan Update EIR will serve as the environmental review document for subsequent
activities in the program. Consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15168(c), the
City will review subsequent activities to determine whether the activity is within the
scope of the Project covered by the Program EIR or whether an additional

environmental document must be prepared.

The Draft EIR identified a range of potential impacts resulting from adoption of the
General Plan. Some of these impacts are analyzed in comparison to existing plans
and programs, including the existing General Plan. The impact areas come from the
State’'s CEQA guidelines (the CEQA Checklist). Staff has also included pending
changes to the CEQA Checklist, including the forthcoming revisions for Vehicle
Miles Traveled. This Draft EIR bridges the existing and forthcoming CEQA Checklist
in order to provide coverage for future projects.

The EIR has identified the following environmental issue areas as having potentially
significant environmental impacts from implementation of the Project:




s Aesthetics, Light, and Glare ¢ Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Energy

e Agricultural Resources ¢ Hazards and Hazardous Materials
e Air Quality » Hydrology and Water Quality
» Biological Resources » Noise
» Cultural Resources ¢ Public Services and Recreation
¢ Geology, Soils, Mineral Resources, e Public Utilities
and Paleontology » Transportation

Conclusions to the potential impacts are classified as either less than significant,
less than significant after incorporation of mitigation measures, or significant and
unavoidabie. Significant and unavoidable impacts do not limit the City's ability to
approve a project. Rather, given CEQA’s role in providing disclosure of potential
impacts, the City may approve a project with significant impacts that cannot be
mitigated to a less than significant level. CEQA Guidelines Section 15093 states
that "CEQA requires the [City] to balance, as applicable, the economic, legal, social,
technological, or other benefits, including region-wide or statewide environmental
benefits, of a proposed project against its unavoidable environmental risks when
determining whether to approve the project. If the specific economic, legal, social,
technological, or other benefits, including region-wide or statewide environmental
benefits, of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental
effects, the adverse environmental effects may be considered ‘acceptable.’ When
the [City] approves a project which will result in the occurrence of significant effects
which are identified in the final EIR but are not avoided or substantially lessened, the
[City] shall state in writing the specific reasons to support its action based on the
final EIR and/or other information in the record. The statement of overriding
considerations shall be supported by substantial evidence in the record.” A
statement of overriding considerations is necessary to approve the General Plan
Update.

On July 27, 2018, concurrent with the public availability of the draft General Plan, the
City released the Draft EIR. The Draft EIR was made available for public review and
comment on the City's website, at City Hall, and at the Elk Grove and Franklin
libraries for a period of 60 days. Public comments on the Draft EIR were due to the
City on September 26, 2018. A total of 17 comment letters were received.
Responses to these comments have been prepared by staff and are included in the
Final EIR.

The Final EIR also includes an erratum of changes to the Draft EIR as a result of the
public comments on the Project, the comments to the Draft EIR, and other revisions
to the Project as identified by the City (the Planning Commission, staff). The Final
EIR indicates that the modifications to the Project are minor in nature and do not
cause any change in significant impacts that were analyzed in the Draft EIR

General Plan

Finding: The proposed repeal of the Specific Plan is consistent with the General Plan
goals, policies, and implementation programs.




Evidence: The City has determined that the East Elk Grove Specific Plan is no
longer necessary and that it is in the best interest of the City to rezone the area to
the appropriate base zoning districts. The text of the City’s Municipal Code has
been amendment to incorporate the necessary development standards to support
the area. Regulations relative to land use designations, development capacity, and

unit allocations have heen |nr~nrp0rated into the General Plan throu mh the Eagtarn

Elk Grove Community Plan. These changes eliminate the need for the East Elk
Grove Specific Plan.

The proposed rezoning of the East Elk Grove Area to the corresponding base zoning
districts and corresponding overlay district is consistent with the General Plan Land
Use Map. The densities and intensities are consistent with the corresponding
General Plan Land Use Designations.

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be effective upon
the effective date of the Ordinance rezoning the subject properties into the East Elk
Grove Overlay Zone (Ordinance No. 08-2019).

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Councii of the City of Elk Grove this 13"

day of March 2019 é@
STEVE LY, MAYOR of the
CITY OF ELK GROVE

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

JASON LINDGREN,'QITY CLERK JONATHAN PHOBBS

/élTY ATTORNEY




CERTIFICATION
ELK GROVE CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2019-046

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO ) ss
CITY OF ELK GROVE )

l, Jason Lindgren, City Clerk of the City of Elk Grove, California, do hereby certify
that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, approved, and adopted by the
City Council of the City of Elk Grove at a regular meeting of said Council held on
March 13, 2019 by the following vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Ly, Nguyen, Suen
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Hume, Detrick

JaSon Lindgren, Ci
City of Elk Grove, California




